DANUBIAN    DESTINY
war perhaps any seaward, connexion with all Europe
beyond the western frontiers of the two Axis Powers.
Behind the western front of this Axis, however, the
disposition of advantages and forces between the Reich
and Italy was very uneven.   At Munich Italy was made
more economically and  militarily  dependent on the
Reich.   At Vienna, a month later, she was forced to
align her policy towards Poland and Hungary in keeping
with  that  of  Germany.   At  Munich   Italy  obtained
nothing.   In return for what she gave at both Munich
and Vienna the German Party-State agreed to support
Italian designs in Spain and French North Africa; and
the German controlled Press promptly showed that sup-
port in December.   At the very end of November it was
learned that the Reich, Italy, and Japan had concluded a
ten-year consultative, military, and economic alliance,
providing that in case two or three of the members are
" engaged in war " they should prosecute it to whatever
end in common.   It was further learned that this treaty
was not to be signed until after the conclusion of a
proposed Anglo-Italian accord.  Throughout the period
immediately after Munich the German Press, the Nazi
oligarchs, and the Fiihrer himself were engaged in a dual
game of soothing France and ruffling England.   Simul-
taneously, from the other end of the Axis, the Italian
Press, Signor Mussolini, and Count Ciano were engaged,
with the help of well-drilled crowds and Parliamentary
deputies, in ruffling France while they soothed England,
The German authorities denigrated British politicians,
and went so far as to attempt to dictate what should be
alike the composition of the next British Cabinet and
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